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   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

This is my second and final report as Chairman 

of Limerick Civic Trust (“the Trust”), written as 

we look forward to its thirty-seventh year. It is 

trite to say that the circumstances in which the 

Trust has found itself of late have been 

challenging. We have been severely curtailed 

in our capacity to fundraise and engage with 

the public due to the restrictions placed on 

society, which unfortunately look set to 

continue. The effect of these restrictions on the 

tourism-related life of our city has been 

devastating. Yet with relief and pride, I can 

report that David O’Brien and his crew, in 

keeping our ship afloat, have met these 

challenges with resourcefulness.  

 

The Trust is a registered charity along with its 

sister entity Limerick Civic Trust Company 

Limited by Guarantee (“the Company”), the 

latter of which is the vehicle for the operation of 

our large Community Employment Scheme 

and, as of 2019, all of our commercial activity. 

We have transferred most of the assets and 

liabilities of the Trust to the Company, as it is 

regarded as best corporate governance 

practice for a modern charity to operate as a 

Company Limited by Guarantee. The Bishop’s 

Palace and a few other items including 

collections will remain with Limerick Civic Trust 

for the present.   

 

This report covers financial year of both 

entities from January to December 2019. 

During this period, the finances improved 

considerably, mainly due to several successful 

fundraising events and some modest growth in 

membership for a third year running. The 

combined surplus/profit for the year 2019 

amounted to €15,268, compared to €2952 the 

previous year. The total amount of bank loans 

owed by the two entities at year-end amounted 

to zero, having addressed the remainder of the 

loan of €42,981. This leaves the Company in a 

satisfactory financial position to pursue an 

increased number of projects in the coming 

years (Covid-19 restrictions permitting). 

 

I am delighted to report our return to Newtown 

Pery in the form of the People’s Museum of 

Limerick at No. 2 Pery Square. The importance 

of this area in the heritage of both our city and 

the country is immeasurable and I believe our 

return to it will enable us to contribute to its 

preservation and promotion as a tourist 

destination. I can speak for all involved in 

Limerick Civic Trust when I express my 

gratitude to Rose Anne White who curated the 

People’s Museum of Limerick following our 

return to Pery Square. It was officially opened 

to the public by Senator David Norris and 

illuminated by the very kind support of Litho-

Circuits Limited and we are very grateful to its 

Managing Director, Frank Keohane.  

 

With the support of Dublin Civic Trust, we have 

made two budget submissions on the subject 

of restoration and repurposing historic  
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buildings with design for modern living. The 

plan to develop this project was sadly impacted 

by Covid-19 restrictions in 2020 leaving the 

overall project in limbo for the foreseeable 

future; however, as soon as permitted we 

intend to redouble our efforts in this regard. 

 

The aspirations identified by the late Denis 

Leonard remain our lodestar: protecting our 

heritage and enhancing the environment in 

which we work and live. It is axiomatic that 

these aspirations, by their nature, will never be 

complete. The arrival of the second part of the 

Carrol Collection following the very kind 

assistance of Careline and its managing 

director, Mark Keary, marks the near 

completion of a project commenced by the late 

Denis Leonard nearly twenty years ago. 

 

Events, which took place during the year, 

include the following: 

 

• In April, we held our 31st Annual Golf Classic 

at Limerick Golf Club, our biggest fundraiser of 

the year. 

• Culture Night in the People's Museum 

included a brilliant concert of historical 

chamber music. 

• A talk held at the People’s Museum by 

member of Limerick Civic Trust, Cian O’Carroll, 

on the life and music of Limerick Soprano, 

Catherine Hayes. 

• A pop-up theatre evening was held at No.2 

Pery Square. 

• The official opening of the People’s Museum 

in October by Senator David Norris. 

• The popular Halloween Tours from the 

Bishop’s Palace in October, for which we thank 

Fiona Kiely 

• The successful Leonard Lecture Series held 

at No.2 Pery Square in November with 

speakers Paul O’Brien, Martin Walsh and 

Seamus Ruane 

• The opening of two important art exhibitions 

by artists Thomas Ryan and Tom Greaney (the 

former of which attracted national press 

attention with Limerick Civic Trust appearing 

on the RTE News twice) 

• The return of the Frank McCourt Exhibition to 

No.2 Pery Square after the closure of the 

museum at Leamy House (the official launch of 

which was postponed due to Covid-19 

restrictions). 

• The launch of the Renaissance Fund – a new 

idea that would accommodate the repurposing 

of historic buildings before they become 

dilapidated. 

• The Annual Christmas Business Lunch which 

this year featured speaker Paddy Cosgrave of 

the Web Summit. 

 

It is with regret and some frustration that I 

cannot report the completion of a memorial to 

those who fell in the Great War. I believe it is 

most unfortunate that the centenary was 
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allowed to pass without such a memorial being 

completed. It is my hope that Limerick Civic 

Trust will continue to support such a project. 

One can see promising activities taking place 

in parts of the city, including the substantial 

renovation of a number of properties on 

O’Connell Street, Mallow Street and 

elsewhere. The return of many Georgian 

buildings to their original use as residences is 

to be welcomed. Planned commercial 

developments within the city centre are also 

attracting attention and one hopes that these 

will complement the overall regeneration of this 

ancient, unique and beautiful city. In the 

coming years, the real challenge for our city is 

not just the restoration and preservation of old 

buildings but also its development as a space 

in which residential and commercial life thrive.  

 

As we are a voluntary membership 

organisation, we are very grateful for the 

ongoing support from a large number of people 

and organisations upon which we are very 

much dependent. I would like to thank all our 

members for their valued support. 

 

Many of our projects are undertaken through 

collaboration and partnership arrangements 

with organisations like the Department of 

Social Protection, Limerick City and County 

Council, Limerick City Museum, local 

communities and parishes in various parts of 

Limerick, The Hunt Museum, Limerick Market 

Trustees and St Mary’s Cathedral. I am 

sincerely grateful for their continued support, 

co-operation and encouragement. 

 

Our ability to deliver on so many projects is 

reliant on our supervisors and the participants 

in the CE Scheme who, through the 

Department of Social Protection, work week 

on/week off.  Through our on the job training 

programmes, some participants have gone 

from long-term unemployment to full time 
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employment. We have a 40% placement rate 

and while many are short term unemployed, 

using the scheme to retain skills or upskill to 

get back to work, for others the impact of the 

programme on their lives is enormous. 

Between them, they dedicated over 65,000 

hours of work to environmental projects in 

2019 – a phenomenal achievement by any 

measure given the very limited resources 

available. I am very grateful to each and every 

one of them for their support and commitment. 

 

I have very much enjoyed my (somewhat 

extended) tenure as chairman. Despite 

ongoing challenges, much was achieved in 

2019: membership increased; finances 

strengthened; important relationships were 

developed; the impact of Limerick Civic Trust’s 

work was felt right across the city and county. 

 

David O’Brien, our CEO, has to be 

commended for his energy, élan, and ability to 

keep our good ship afloat during testing times. 

His imagination and dedication have never 

ceased to amaze me. To isolate one example 

from many, through his ingenuity Limerick 

Civic Trust was granted the role of Community 

Champion during the Covid-19 crisis. This 

outreach programme included gathering 

volunteers, spreading up-to-date and accurate 

information and lifting spirits during lockdown. 

This demonstrated how David was able to put 

our organisation and its resources to use for 

the benefit of society during very difficult times. 

I am very grateful to my fellow members of the 

Executive Committee and sub-committees. 

Their knowledge and experience have been 

invaluable to me, particularly in recent times. I 

wish to single out for special thanks my 

predecessor, Brian McLoghlin, without whom I 

would have been lost.  

 

Finally, I wish my intended successor Patricia 

Roberts the very best. As she is deeply 

committed to the vibrancy and promotion of our 

city, Limerick Civic Trust could not be in better 

hands. 

 

 

 

Thomas Wallace-O’Donnell 
Chairman 
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CEO REPORT & PROJECT REVIEW 

 

In last year’s annual report, I noted how much 

greater an impact Limerick Civic Trust had on 

the environment in and around Limerick City as 

it showed signs of revival. Reflecting back on 

2019, the same can be said again. During the 

year we sought, and found, a number of key 

opportunities where we could make an impact. 

  

In 2019, our CE scheme workers, now known 

as our LCT Heroes, expanded their efforts 

spending well over 65,000 man-hours (up  over 

10,000 hours on the previous  year) working on 

key target areas; cleaning our city’s streets, 

restoring key sites, improving river walks, 

graveyards and public spaces and more as 

can be seen later. Much has been achieved 

through their dedication and the support of 

external agencies; the Department of Social 

Protection,  Limerick City & County Council, 

our sponsors; Ervia, Holmes O’Malley Sexton, 

Limerick Institute of Technology, the University 

of Limerick, including in particular its Kemmy 

Business School, Careline and Litho-Circuits 

Ltd, the Irish Examiner, Lady Dunraven and 

our patrons and members.   

 

Membership has grown along with fundraising 

and donations. This is encouraging but the 

momentum of growth is not a given, so a much 

greater effort will be required to maintain and 

increase activity.  

 

The success of Limerick Civic Trust’s Leonard 

Lecture Series has left me in no doubt, that it 

will return in 2021 or as soon as the lifting of 

Covid-19 restrictions permits. The feedback 

from our speakers, audiences and sponsors 

over the last number of years has 

demonstrated that it has been a truly rewarding 

experience for all concerned. In 2021, we hope 

more national attention can be brought to bear 

upon the Lecture Series. 

 

It has been particularly pleasing to receive 

such positive feedback from other events in 

2019, especially the lunches, golf classic, flag 

days and the bag packing events. 

 

In 2019, we reopened No.2 Pery Square in late 

summer. This was an immediate success with 

many social groups and community 

organisations looking to engage with the 

building. Senator David Norris, a long-time 

friend of the Trust and a great supporter of all 

things Georgian, conducted the official 

reopening. This was followed by a number of 

events; standing out was the exhibition of 

noted Limerick artist Tom Ryan RHA. Tom 

spoke of his affection for Limerick and the  
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people gathered on the night will carry that 

magical evening in their hearts for some time. 

 

Over the last year, we have been working on a 

number of fronts regarding Limerick’s inner city 

development, focusing mainly on the medieval 

quarter and the Georgian and Victorian 

quarters. Modern living in historic buildings is a 

challenging dilemma and one we have started 

to face with the creation of the Limerick 

Renaissance Fund, this was very much ready 

to commence when we faced locked down in 

early 2020. 

 

Special thanks go to the seventy plus people 

who are involved, through the CE Scheme, in 

the delivery of the Trust’s projects. They are 

the real heroes who make a real difference to 

the environment and how we enjoy our 

amenities. I would like to acknowledge the 

support of Limerick City & County Council, 

Department of Social Protection, Limerick 

Regeneration, Careline, Litho-Circuits, Ervia, 

UL, LIT, all our members, patrons, friends and 

colleagues. Your support is instrumental to our 

success. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank our board and 

committee members, who give so much of 

their time and effort to guide and support the 

management of the Trust under the leadership 

of our Chairperson, Thomas Wallace-

O’Donnell. Thomas provided insights and 

understanding, mixed with a kind and patient 

manner, which have been invaluable. His 

support and enthusiasm have been so very 

important during this period of growth in 2019 

and these same qualities have been vital in 

2020 as we all struggle with the effects of an 

international pandemic. I would like to take this 

opportunity to wish Thomas, Clare and their 

family all the very best for the future. On behalf 

of everyone at Limerick Civic Trust, thank you 

for your time, energy and enthusiasm, your 

unflinching support and your esprit de corps. 

 

 

 

 

David O’Brien 
CEO 
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Financial Report 

 

 Consolidated Balance Sheet Accounts for year ended 31/12/2019 

  
    2019 2018 

  LCT LCT Ltd Consolidated Consolidated 

 Fixed Assets     
      
 Tangible assets 108,003.00 28,998.00 137,001.00 148,013.00 

      
 Current Assets     
      
 Stock 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

 Debtors within one year 8,125.00 30,956.00 39,081.00 66,881.00 

 Cash at Bank 1,390.00 23,345.00 24,735.00 55,654.00 

      
 Creditors within one year 0.00 -102,086.00 -102,086.00 -165,421.00 

      
 Net Current Assets 9,515.00 -47,785.00 -38,270.00 -42,886.00 

      
 Creditors: greater than one 

year 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

 Net (liabilities)/Assets 117,518.00 -18,787.00 98,731.00 105,127.00 

      
 Capital and Reserves     
      
 Members Funds 117,518.00 -18,787.00 98,731.00 105,127.00 

 
 

    

 Consolidated Accounts for year ended 31/12/2019 

  

    2019 2018 
  LCT LCT CLG Consolidated Consolidated 
      

 Revenue 0.00 1,206,768.00 1,206,768.00 1,207,715.00 
      

 Administrative expenses  82,532.00 1,130,632.00 1,213,164.00 1,204,381.00 
      

 Operating Surplus -82,532.00 76,136.00 -6,396.00 3,334.00 
      

 Interest payable and 
expenses  0.00 0.00 0.00 382.00 

      

 Surplus for the year -82,532.00 76,136.00 -6,396.00 2,952.00 
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The Opening of The People’s Museum of Limerick 
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The Opening of the People’s Museum of Limerick
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WHY SUPPORT US?  
 

Limerick Civic Trust is a voluntary 

organisation. Your membership supports 

our conservation, protection and education 

programmes, which benefit everyone in our 

community as well as those who visit. By 

becoming a member, you also enjoy many 

benefits:  
 

CORPORATE PARTNER                                        

Benefits of Corporate Partnership  

 Play a pivotal role in the protecting 
Limerick’s cultural heritage 

 Be a champion in preserving Limerick’s 
architectural legacy  

  Create a strong charitable community in 
your organisation  

 Strengthen your organisation’s brand and 
reputation  

  Priority tickets for LCT events (e.g. 
Autumn Lecture Series, Christmas 
Business Lunch, etc.)  

 Unique PR opportunities  

  Team-building volunteer days on-site with 
LCT  

 Exclusive rates on boardroom and event 
space rental  

 Show your organisation’s commitment to 
Limerick and the community  

 

FULL INDIVIDUAL MEMBER - € 275                        

Benefits of Membership  

 Create a meaningful impact in 
enhancing Limerick’s cultural heritage 
and community spirit  

 Invitations to member-only events  

 Exclusive rates on boardroom and 
event space rental 

 Priority tickets for LCT events (e.g. 
Lecture Series, Christmas Business 
Lunch, etc.)  

 Vote at AGM  

 Acknowledgement of your support 

FRIEND OF LIMERICK CIVIC TRUST - € 100            

Benefits of Membership  

 Know that you are making a real 

contribution to the preservation of 

Limerick’s cultural heritage and spirit 

 Priority tickets for LCT events (e.g. 

Autumn Lecture Series, Christmas 

Business Lunch, etc.)  

 Acknowledgement of your support  

 

 

JOIN US TODAY! 
 

If you would like to support the work of 

Limerick Civic Trust please chose from the 

following:  
 

Tel: 061 313399  

Email: info@limerickcivictrust.ie 
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THANK YOU 
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THANK YOU 
 

As Limerick Civic Trust is a voluntary organisation, we are very grateful to have the 

support of the following organisations:  

 

CORPORATE MEMBERS 2019 

 

Limerick Institute of Technology 

Ervia 

James McMahon Ltd. 

University of Limerick 

Shannon Group 

Mincon 

PATRONS OF THE TRUST 

We are honoured and grateful to have the 

following Patrons: 

 

Edmund the Earl of Limerick 

Sylvia Countess of Limerick CBE 

The Most Reverend Dr Kenneth Kearon 

The Most Reverend Dr Brendan Leahy 

Keith Wood 

Rose Hynes 

Dominic West 

Dr Des Fitzgerald 

Professor Vincent Cunnane 



 

 

 

 
 Limerick Civic Trust, Bishop’s Palace, King’s Island, Limerick, Ireland 

- Tel: 061 313 399  - Email: info@limerickcivictrust.ie  - Web: www.limerickcivictrust.ie  - Opening hours: 9am – 4pm 
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